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3 Deep neural networks
¢ Randome forest
7 Extreme gradient boosting (XGBoost)
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! Karun River

2 Empirical

3 Physics-based

4 Machine learning
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! Electrical conductivity

2 Part per million

3 Total dissolved solid

4 Least-squares estimation
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" Qutlier

2 Trend

3 Seasonality

# Residual

> Moving average
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2 Advection-di
3 Diffusion coefficient
4 Stream velocity
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3 Multilayer perceptron
4 Input layer

J Hidden layers

¢ Qutput layer

7 Activation function

8 LLoss function

° Mean square error

10 Hyper parameters
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I Advection
2 Artificial neural networks
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¢ Regularization parameter
7 Tansig
8 Batch size
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I Overfitting

2 Levenberg-Marquardt algorithm
3 Trial and error

4Random search

’ Bayesian optimization


http://jgit.kntu.ac.ir/article-1-984-en.html

[ Downloaded from jgit.kntu.ac.ir on 2025-11-09 ]

S0 Slelbl (59ld | wdigo — pole oy pdis

1Eor ylgs @ Jgl o louds @ P juuw Jlw

pUEII

1

.\f*
<
-
-
>
>
|

4
-
>
>
—
>

S 3 g3 (g B yuelyly 9 6y JUI S50 (69959 U yiol )y of pod Ay sV i 49y (s ASLul (g loe Y S

b alizee slap oSl 5l puanal c o sl
oolii_wl Iy 35 .« CHID * CARTY. C4.5.D3 *
e 9 Lo Thg (2b))l (Koo S5 (bl o5 2505
ool B0 S 4SS s (Solai i
b ol 4o 9 0,5 (oo &350 52 1) (o
s olass .[Y‘]o)_;k;a)la'i)é 9 Olyed
3l g 0t oo YL Cdd 4y i JKm o ol o
IVY V] osS o 68 el> o3l i S5t 5
osls (gjlwoslel al ya sl Bolas 5o g, ,o
Laools o5Last Jols aS el Jow Sojgel sl
g a8, Sl polie Sk wlodl jolas Bis
@9 lp e 4y oalguiadl gl yste Jroud
alejl g 90l (slaacgeme 4 Wools s .l

% Iterative Dichotomiser 3
7 Classification And Regression Trees
8 Chi-square Automatic Interaction Detector
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Abstract

Most regions of Iran are characterized as a hot and arid climate with low precipitation. The primary water
resources in the country are groundwater and river water. In recent years, due to little rainfall and drought
conditions, rivers have received more attention. In this context, river water salinity is considered as one of the
most critical water quality parameters, requiring special attention.

In this study, the long-term variations in the salinity of the Karun River were assessed. Furthermore, the
monthly average salinity of the Karun River was modeled from 2001 (1380) to 2016 (1395) using various
machine learning methods, including deep neural networks (DNN), random forests (RF), and extreme gradient
boosting (XGBoost). Subsequently, the average salinity was forecasted for an 18-month period extending to
mid-2018 (1397). The predicted values were compared with the observed measurements during this 18-month
validation period, and the performance and accuracy of the different modeling approaches were evaluated and
compared.

The results demonstrated that, first, the monthly average salinity increased at a rate of approximately 10
ppm/year throughout the study period, posing a potential threat to the regional ecosystem. The DNN and RF
models showed comparable accuracy and could predict the average salinity of the river with the accuracy of
170 _ 180 ppm when their respective hyperparameters were optimally tuned. However, the RF performed
slightly better in long-term forecasting.

Among the tested methods, XGBoost outperformed the others, achieving a prediction error of approximately
150 ppm. Compared to RF and DNN, this represents a relative error reduction of about 13% and 18%,

respectively.

Key words : River salinity, Deep neural network, Random forest, Extreme gradient boosting.

Correspondence Address: Faculty of Civil, Water and Environmental Engineering, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
Tel: : 021-73932411
Email : h_mahbuby@sbu.ac.ir


http://jgit.kntu.ac.ir/article-1-984-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

